
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Expediting Evaluations 
 
One of the most pressing challenges facing 
the ongoing transformation of Maryland’s  
procurement process is the need to expedite 
programmatic recommendations for contract 
award, while maintaining thorough review of 
proposals.  One of the initiatives being tested 
is to include a new provision in future RFPs 
that would constitute a page limitation for 
base proposals, enabling vendors to 
supplement their base proposals by including 
additional documents or visual aids in an 
Appendix to the proposal.  In addition, in the 
future, the number of personnel permitted to 
serve on an Evaluation Committee will be 
limited to three (3), thus simplifying calendar 
conflict issues when scheduling meetings.  If 
you have other recommendations on how 
MDH can streamline the procurement 
process, please e-mail your suggestion to 
dana.dembrow1@maryland.gov. 

Training Announcement 
 

OPASS offers a variety of procurement training 
programs which are advertised by e-mail to the 
OPASS Announcement Group as well as the video 
monitors at MDH HQ.  You can sign-up for those 
training programs thru the HUB.  For registration 
assistance, contact: Naisadh [Nick] Desai at 
Naishadh.desai@maryland.gov. 

 

 

Upcoming Training 
 
 
 

 

05/09/2019 1PM - 4PM 
Room L-3 
MDH HQ 

Contract 
Administration 

07/11/2019 9:30AM – 
11:30AM 
300 
Auditorium 

Bi-Annual 
Procurement 
Meeting 

07/11/2019 1PM - 4PM 
Room L-3 
MDH HQ 

MBE-VSBE-SBR 

You can also find more Training information on 
our OPASS website:  
https://health.maryland.gov/opass/Pages/Home.

aspx 
 

 

 

New Faces / New Roles 
With the departure of Barbara Bazron, M.D., Lisa Burgess, M.D. has been named acting Deputy 
Secretary for the Behavioral Health Administration.  In addition, Nija S. Roberts has now 
replaced Irma Bevans as Director of the Fiscal Services Administration.  Most importantly, 
Gregg Todd has joined MDH as Deputy Secretary for Operations.  In that capacity, Gregg’s 
responsibilities include oversight of procurement along with a broad range of other duties. 
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Communications Reminder 
* All items for OPASS action are to be forwarded to MDH.opassassignments@maryland.gov mailbox. 
* Items requiring review for legal sufficiency are to be forwarded to OPASS rather than directly to OAG. 
* Programmatic personnel should not contact a control agency directly.  Communicate through your  
   OPASS contract officer. 
* MDH Procurement Policy states that Small Procurements, namely, those costing less than $50K,  
   should be done by programs and facilities, not referred to OPASS, though OPASS is available to answer    
   questions. 
* Programs and facilities conducting Small Procurements must enter those procurements into the Small  
   Procurement Portal by a person with delegated authority from OPASS to conduct Small Procurements.                                                                        
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